A&P

John Updike; The Author
· Only son from Wesley Russell Updike and Linda Grace Hoyer
· Suffered lifelong from Psoriasis and stutter
· Marrys Mary Pennington 1953
· From 1955 to 1957 editor at the magazine „The New Yorker“
· 1976 divorce from Mary Pennington
· 1977 marrys again this time Martha Bernhard
· Died with 76 from lung cancer
Summary
The story describes how a group of three girls in bathing suits shop. While they search fort he item they need everyone watches them. They find the item and proceed to the cashbox to pay. The cashier from whose perspective the story is written normaly scans their stuff when the manager comes in. The manager talks to the three girls and scolds them because they only wear bathing suits. After the girls have left quits the narrator.
Elements; Why it is a short story
· Relativly short (four and a half pages)
· One event (the girls and the change they make)
· Over a short amount of time (around ten minutes)
· Only a few characters (the narrator, one oft he girls and the manager)
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The girls go to the cashbox oft he narrator
The girls leave





The girls come in and get a brief description

The narrator quits



Analysis;characterization
The narrator in the short story „A&P“ is a 19 year old cashier in a shop named A&P. After some girls in bathing suits who shop there get scolded by he manager, he quits.
The narrator is an irrational person who lets himself guide from his feelings:“ The girls, and who'd blame them, are in a hurry to get out, so I say "I quit" to Lengel quick enough for them to hear, hoping they'll stop and watch me, their unsuspected hero.“ (p.4). After he quits out of anger he looks back and sees his former manager, Lengel, sitting behind the cashbox and repends his decision to quit. He also makes jokes sometimes:“"Oh Daddy," Stokesie said beside me. "I feel so faint.""Darling," I said. "Hold me tight." „(p.2). He is friends with the other cashier and his manager is friends with his parents.
Overall the narrator is a person who first feels then thinks and needs to collect more knowledge.
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