Analysis of the speech: The Ballot or the Bullet
The speech “The Ballot or the Bullet” held in 1964 in Detroit Michigan is about the things the Afro-American should do in regards to the awaiting presidential election. It is a reaction to the suppression of the Afro-Americans and the missing representation in the politic.
In the beginning he preaches about how Afro-Americans, no matter the Religion need to get together and see the thing they have in common: their darker skin tone and the resulting suppression. He goes on to point out that they need to act now because it is already too late. The presidential elections are their last chance and he especially makes clear that he believes the candidates who come in their community all make false promises. Afterwards he explains that he does not see himself as American because he does not  have the rights that every American is supposed to have. Explaining that the Afro-American vote is important, he talks about how the “with man” is always indifferent in their election results and how the Afro-Americans vote is the deciding factor. Building up on this he points out how the democrats who have their position because of the Afro-Americans do not do anything for the African-Americans in return. They blame this not doing on the Dixiecrats who are, like Malcolm explains, just Democrats in disguise. These Dixiecrats come, at least in Malcolms opinion, from states where Afro-Americans can not vote. Following up he notes that preventing the Afro-Americans from voting is illegal. Making clear that he is neither Anti-Democrat nor Anti-Republican and just questions their sincerity. He concludes that the government is the one stopping the Afro-Americans from gaining power and that it is not just the segregation. Calling attention to the riots in Jacksonville he shows of how if nothing is done soon, the Afro-Americans will withdraw from talking and start with fighting. Referring to how the Afro-American gave everything for America to get rich, he tells his audience that it is time that America gives something back to the African American. Even going as far as to say that the suppression is illegal he tells the people that they need to bring “Uncle Sam” in front of the UNs human right committee. Following up he tells the listeners that America is afraid of guerrilla war and that they as one are the one who can change the system. He then says that he wants people to control their own community and do not have it controlled through others. As closing words he calls out that America has no free elections in his eyes and that the Government uses violence against peaceful people how are in their every right to protest.
(I will mainly analyse the fifth paragraph because the speech is really long but still go on about others)
In his speech Malcolm uses one main stylistic device; a repetition that pulls through the whole speech: “the ballot or the bullet”. With this repetition a key difference between Malcolm and other at the time activists gets clear: Malcolm is not completely against violence. Other than other at the time activists he tells people that, if confronted with violence, they should use violence to defend themselves. He uses a pretty strong correctio which again stresses that it is time to finally change something: “It isn´t that time is running out-time has run out!”. With this correctio he not only stresses how important it is that a change happens but also names something he goes into further later. He tells the listeners subtle that they only fight for rights they should already have. Following up he asks a rhetorical question: “1964 threatens to be the most explosive year America has ever witnessed. […] Why?”. This rhetorical questions is a throwback to his motto “the ballot or the bullet” and explains again that they need to act in the elections because they will have to act violently otherwise. Using it after the correctio is also stressing again how important their action is. How hard it is to act right is shown by his exclamations: “The year when all of the white political crooks will be right back in your and my community with their false promises, building up our hopes for a letdown, with their trickery and their treachery, with their false promises which they don’t intend to keep” in which he explains that the politicians make every promise to get the Afro-Americans vote but in the aftermath don´t  follow their promises. At the end of that paragraph he closes with an metaphor that the African-American don´t “intend to turn the other cheek any longer”. With this he warns the audience that the African-Americans have enough and that they, if not something changes, are going to fight back. A good part deeper in his speech he uses another correctio to clarify his position to the American Dream. He tells his listeners that he sees America through the eyes of a victim of the American system and in follow doesn´t see the American Dream but an “American Nightmare”. This correctio is also used to stress the missing rights and opportunities Afro-American have and the need for them to get implemented. Malcolm’s speech mainly consists of short sentences with breaks for applaud. He uses a handful of repetitions that aren´t there to stress something but rather to allow everyone in the audience to hear it. He wants everyone to be able to understand his speech which also gets clear through his rather easy choice of words. Most of the words he uses are commonly used and in follow easy to understand. Although the words are easy they are also formal. You can still hear out that he studied Philosophie. He still is being rather aggressive against the government and speaks passionate about the topic. This partly is because he himself is a victim of this system. This attitude gets mainly clear through what he says because while saying it he doesn´t vary in his volume very much. He says it in mostly the same tone but still has some parts where he talks louder or more patriotic. Although he uses many emotions his main way of telling his points and explaining his position is logic.
In conclusion Malcolm wants to get the people to act in the elections and to use their right to vote. He stresses that he thinks that you are allowed violence if your enemy is violent too. His main critique is that the African-Americans brought America to where it is now and America still doesn´t recognizes them as worthful as whites going as far as even taking their rights.
